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Section C 
Development 

 
Answer all questions in this section. 

 
15 (a) Identify which of the following are part of brain development. 
 

A neurons and blood cells  
 
B neurons and ventricles  
 
C neurons and synapses 
 
D synapses and dopamine  

 
Your answer [1] 
 

 
(b) Identify which of the following statements describes a synapse. 

 
A gap between two nerve cells  
 
B joining between two nerves  
 
C junction between two cells  
 
D where a nerve ends  

 
Your answer [1] 
 

 
(c) Identify the area of the brain that controls movement. 

 
A cerebellum   
 
B forebrain 
 
C hypothalamus  
 
D limbic system 

 
Your answer [1] 

 
 

 
 

SP
EC
IM
EN



   12 
 

© OCR 2017 J203/01  
 
 
  

16 
School reports 

A teacher wrote the following: 

Hannah understands that her talents and abilities can be developed through effort and persistence. 
She tries to improve by working hard at all times. 

Lucia believes her basic ability, intelligence and talents are unchangeable traits. She tries to be 
clever all the time. 
 

   
 Dweck proposed that individuals have either a fixed or a growth mindset.  

 
 
      (a) Using the source, identify which girl Dweck would suggest has a fixed mindset. 

 

…….………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1] 
 
 

(b)     Outline how the teacher could use praise to develop a growth mindset. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………. [2] 
 
 

17 A psychologist wanted to replicate Blackwell et al.’s study into fixed and growth mindsets. She 
used 300 American students from her college in New York as indicated in the table below: 
 

 Number of: 
Age: Male Students Female Students 
13-14 49 51 
15-16 55 45 
16-17 45 55 

 
Explain one strength of the sample used in this study 

 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... [2] 
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18 (a)  Outline what Piaget meant by the concept of egocentrism.   

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………... [2] 
 
 

 
(b) Give one example of how a child may show egocentrism when playing with others. 

 
 

…….………………………………………………………………………………………………… [1] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Turn over for the next question
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19* Use your knowledge and understanding from across the psychology course to explain how far you 
agree with the following viewpoint: 

“Often it is not so much the kind of person a human is as the kind of situation in which he/ she 
finds themselves that determines how they will act.” 

In your answer you should refer to learning theories of development and at least one different 
area of psychology you have studied. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
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…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………..….. [13] 
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24 

Question Answer Marks Guidance 
crime has caused, so they don’t rob/burgle in the 
future (1) and to make amends by agreeing to 
behaviours suggested by the victim (1). 

x Restorative justice enables victims to meet or 
communicate with their offender to explain the 
real impact of the crime (1). The aim is to help 
offenders take responsibility for what they have 
done (1). 
 

Examples of a 3 mark answer: 

x An offender acknowledges the impact his/her 
crime as caused, so they don’t steal in the future 
(1) and to make amends by agreeing to 
behaviours suggested by the victim (1). If an 
offender can be made aware of the impact of 
taking items from the victim(s), they may be less 
likely to re-offend (1). 

x Restorative justice enables victims to meet or 
communicate with their offender to explain the 
real impact of the crime (1). The aim is to help 
offenders take responsibility for taking other 
peoples’ possessions (1). If they can find a way 
to make amends, they may be less likely to 
rob/steal/burgle in the future (1). 
 

Other appropriate descriptions should be credited. 

15 a  C 1 
AO1 

 

 b  A 1 
AO1 

 

 c  A 1 
AO1 
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16 a  Using the source, identify which girl Dweck would 

suggest has a fixed mindset. 

Lucia  

1 
AO2 

 

 b  Outline how the teacher could use praise to 
develop a growth mindset. 
 
1 mark for a brief statement suggesting how praise 
can develop a growth mindset. 
1 mark for explaining how the teacher could use 
praise to develop a growth mindset. 
 
Examples of a 1 mark answer: 

x Praise that recognises effort can develop a 
growth mindset (1). 

x Dedication and hard work can develop a growth 
mindset (1). 

 
Examples of a 2 mark answer: 

x If the teacher congratulates a pupil for the effort 
(1) they have put into a piece of work, they will 
develop a love of learning and develop a growth 
mindset (1). 

x If the teacher praises a pupil for studying hard, 
using good learning strategies and showing 
persistence (1), they will develop a love of 
learning and a growth mindset (1).  
 
Other appropriate statements should be credited. 
 

 

2 
AO2 
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17   A psychologist wanted to replicate Blackwell et 

al.’s study into fixed and growth mindsets. She 
used 300 American students from her college in 
New York spread out as indicated in the table 
below: 

 
 Number of: 

Age: Male 
Students 

Female 
Students 

13-14 49 51 
15-16 55 45 
16-17 45 55 
 

Explain one strength of the sample used in this 
study 
 
1 mark for applying knowledge of sample strengths. 

1 mark for explaining the answer in the context of the 
scenario. 

Examples of a 1 mark answer: 

x A strength of the sample is that all participants 
were American/came from New York (1). 

x A strength of the sample is that all participants 
were students (1). 

x A strength of the sample is that it was large in 
number (1). 
 

Examples of a 2 mark answer: 

x A strength of the sample is that all participants 
were American/came from New York (1). This 
means findings can be generalised to 
Americans/people from New York (1). 

2 
2xAO2 

 

To gain full marks the answer must be contextualised to 
the scenario 
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x A strength of the sample is that all participants 

were students (1). This means findings can be 
generalised to students (1). 

x A strength of the sample is that it was large in 
number (1). This means the sample is likely to be 
representative so the findings can be generalised 
(1). 
 

Other appropriate answers should be credited. 

18 a  Outline what Piaget meant by the concept of 
egocentrism. 

1 mark for a showing basic knowledge of the concept 
of egocentrism 

1 mark for a link made to Piaget’s view on the 
concept of egocentrism 

Examples of a 1 mark answer: 

x to be selfish (1) 
x to only see things from your point of view (1) 

Examples of a 2 mark answer: 

x egocentrism implies a fixed mindset (1) where a 
child can only view situations from their 
perspective and not others (1) 

x egocentrism is a feature of children’s cognition (1) 
where they are unable to mentally put themselves 
in the position of another whether physically or 
emotionally (1) 

Other appropriate answers should be credited. 

2 
AO1 

 

Maximum one mark if no link to Piaget is made. 
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 b  Give one example of how a child may show 

egocentrism when playing with others. 

1 mark for any relevant example linked to playing with 
others which demonstrates egocentrism e.g. a child 
covering her own eyes when playing hide and seek, a 
child who refuses to share a toy, a child who cannot 
play board games because they cannot guess 
another child’s strategy 

Other appropriate answers should be credited. 

1 
AO2 

 

19 *  Use your knowledge and understanding from 
across the psychology course to explain how far 
you agree with the following viewpoint: 

“Often it is not so much the kind of person a 
human is as the kind of situation in which he/ she 
finds themselves that determines how they will 
act.” 

In your answer you should refer to learning 
theories of development and at least one different 
area of psychology you have studied. 

AO1 marks for description of Dweck’s ideas on fixed 
and growth mindsets, Dweck’s ideas on praise for 
effort, Willingham’s ideas on the myth of learning 
styles, and Willingham’s ideas on the importance of 
meaning for learning.  

AO3 marks for valid critical evaluation points relating 
to the nature/nurture debate in relation to the learning 
theories of development and at least one other area. 
For example learning theories support the nurture 
side of the debate (‘the kind of situation’) through 
reinforcement (praise) and punishment and growth 

13 
6xAO1 
7xAO3 

 

Areas that could be considered include: 
 
x Learning Theories of Development 
x Social Learning Theory of Criminality 
x Biological Theory of psychological problems 
 
Credit any other relevant response from any other topic 
area studied: 

x The Brain and neuropsychology 
x Development 
x Memory 
x Psychological Problems 
x Social Influence 
x Criminal Psychology 
x Sleep and Dreaming 

 
AO3 marks can only be awarded where more than one 
area of study has been considered. 
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mindsets and meaning for learning. Reference to 
Blackwell et al. (2007) can also be used as evidence 
to support the nurture debate.  

Other areas (theories or studies) which are relevant to 
the nature/nurture debate should be credited. 

AO1 

Level 3 (5–6 marks):  

There is a thorough description of the nature/nurture 
debate through at least two key theories/concepts. 
This is done with accuracy and clarity.  

There is a well-developed line of reasoning which is 
clear and logically structured. The information 
presented is relevant and substantiated. 

Level 2 (3-4 marks): 

There is a good description of the nature/nurture 
debate through one or more key concepts/theories. 
This is done with accuracy.  

There is a line of reasoning presented with some 
structure. The information presented is in the most-
part relevant and supported by some evidence. 

Level 1 (1-2 marks): 

There is a basic description of the nature/nurture 
debate through one or more theories/key concepts. 
This may include some inaccuracy. 

The information has some relevance and is presented 
with limited structure. The information is supported by 
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limited evidence. 

0 marks: No credit worthy response. 

AO3 

Level 3 (5-7 marks): 

There is a thorough evaluation which offers breadth 
and/or depth, providing a thorough discussion of the 
stated area and at least one other area of psychology. 
Points are coherent and relevant and the response is 
developed in order to reach a substantiated 
judgement in response to the question. 

Level 2 (3-4 marks): 

There is a good evaluation which offers breadth 
and/or depth providing a good discussion of the 
stated area and one other area of psychology. Points 
may be brief but should still be relevant and used to 
reach a supported judgement in response to the 
question.   

Level 1 (1-2 marks): 

There may be some basic attempt at evaluation but it 
will be weak and consideration of other areas of 
psychology may be inaccurate. Judgements will be 
either unclear or absent.  

0 marks: No credit worthy response. 

20   State an alternative hypothesis for your 
investigation. 

1 mark for recognising that an alternative hypothesis 

2 
AO2 

An answer that is:  

An aim/question/correlation/relationship is capped at 1 
mark.  
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